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questions upon these rivalries. His interpretation, though it does not
contain the whole truth, is absolutely true so far as it goes. In the words
of Herr Charmatz's favourite hero, Adolf Fischhof, 'Austria is no accidental
conglomeration, but a necessary political entity,' which,' in order to secure
its existence, must be the promoter of a high ethical idea.'

R. W. SETON-WATSON.

Camdcn Mwodlany. Vol. xii. Camden Third Series, vol. xviii. (London :
Royal Historical Society, 1910.)

THIS volume contains four interesting pieces. The first is a careful edition,
by Mr. C. L. Kingsford, of Two London Chronicles, from the Collections
of John Stow in the British Museum. The former of these runs from
1523 to 1555 (its year commencing with the election of the lord mayor,
29 October), the latter from 1547 to 1564. The second piece is the Life of
Sir John Digby (1605-45) by a contemporary author, Edward Walsing-
ham, now printed for the first time, by M. Georges Bernard. Sir John Digby,
whose fame haa been overshadowed by that of his elder brother Kenelm,
was a typical roman catholic cavalier, loyal, brave, stubborn, and generous,
loved by his dependants and soldiers, respected by his enemies. At the
age of fourteen he was sent to Flanders to be educated, and four years
later went to Italy. After this he served under the earl of Lindsey at sea,
and then under the earl of Arundel against the Scots. During the Civil
War.he was active in his native districts, Buckinghamshire and, Oxford-
shire. TTi« greatest exploit was the stubborn defence of Grafton House,
near Towcester, with less than 200 men against several thousand of the
enemy under Skippon. Prince Rupert failed to bring his promised relief,
and Digby was forced to surrender. He was imprisoned in the Tower, and
was exchanged for Colonel Buttler just before the royalist victory at
Lostwithiel. He was appointed major-general of the army in the west,
and was severely wounded in the arm at the siege of Taunton. He died
on 16 July 1645 at Bridgewater, a few days before its capture by Fairfax.
Walsingham concludes his work with a short character of Sir John, and
some indifferent verse on him and other royalist leaders. The third piece,
edited by Mr. H. E. Maiden, is a diary kept by Adam Wheeler, drum to
the Wilts militia, from 16 June to 9 July 1685. The regiment waa present
at Sedgemoor on 6 July, though not under fire, and as the prisoners
passed on their way to Weston Church, Wheeler wrote down their number
and description on his drumhead.

The last piece is also the most valuable. It consists of a collection
of documents, dating from 1596 to 1622 and 1820, which relate to common
rights at Cottenham and at Stretham in Cambridgeshire, edited, with an
introduction, by Archdeacon Cunningham. During the sixteenth century
the enclosure of commons or waste lands surrounding villages caused
much complaint and suffering. This was especially so in the districts round
the Fens, where the land was almost useless for tillage, but excellent for
pasture. There are records of disputes over pasture rights at Cottenham
before 1596, but the agreement of forty-seven articles, between Sir William
Hinde of Madingley, lord of the manor, and 130 inhabitants, signed on
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20 November in that year, despite attempts in the next century to upset
it, regulated the management of the common waste until the final enclosure
in 1842—a remarkable instance of the stability of manorial government.
A tithe schedule of 1622 shows that the produce of the manor consisted
of cattle, sheep, pigs, hay, apples, pears, damsons, and plums. In 1820
tithe was taken of cattle, sheep, pigs, foals, goslings, pigeons, eggs, hemp,
and honey. The case of Stretham was in some ways parallel to that of
Cottenham; but instead of one masterly agreement we find records of
constant quarrels between Sir Miles Sandys, lord of the manor, and his
tenante, which resulted in a series of orders and by-laws from 1607 to 1622.
The tithe was a further cause of dispute. The management of the waste
of a manor was as important as the tillage of the common fields, for no
system of small holdings can be successfully worked without extensive
rights of common. Hence the interest of these papers, which deal with
a department of manorial economy for the study of which the printed
materials are not abundant. J. E. W. WALUB.
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